
THE LEAD ANNOUNCES THE LEADING 100 

Flowspace recognized as one of the break-out technology start-ups 
driving innovation in the fashion & retail industry 

NEW YORK, NY - May 23, 2019 - The Lead has announced The 
Leading 100 of 2019, the highly anticipated annual research list 
recognizing the break-out technology start-ups driving innovation in 
the fashion & retail industry. Companies from across the industry value 
chain — including marketing, e-commerce, in-store technology, 
payments, supply chain, manufacturing, design & sustainability — 
were nominated & considered.  

The Leading 100 companies are representative of game-changing 
approaches and technologies that are likely to disrupt existing markets 
and entrenched players. They represent the next generation fashion, 
retail and commerce technology ecosystem, while at the same time, 
creating high-growth businesses that offer outsized opportunity upside 
for investors. It is The Lead’s belief that this group collectively signals 
the future of the industry.  

“When looking at these companies, we paid special attention to their 
business models, market opportunity and funding. It’s a crowded field. 
That said, it was important for us to select companies that are on a 
strong path of commercialization and are approaching exit velocity, so 
that we can be confident that they will not only be here in a couple of 
years, but have the longevity to have an outsized impact on the 
industry,” said Awais Khan, Head of Research at The Lead.  

All companies were vetted and selected using a rigorous methodology. 
After reviewing the nominations, The Lead’s Head of Research, Awais 
Khan, led in-depth analysis into each company. The process included a 
detailed look at each company’s business with a focus on innovation, 
market opportunity, media buzz, team, commercialization, competition 
& investor value creation.  

‘While these companies are in growth mode today, the technologies 
they are incubating will be mainstream in just a few year’s time. By 



understanding which companies are breaking-out from the pack, we 
hope the fashion and retail community can develop a stronger sense of 
where the industry is really going next,” Noah Gellman, Co-Founder & 
CEO of The Lead, said of the list.  

The Leading 100 will be honored at The Lead Innovation Summit on 
July 9th & 10th, where the entire fashion and retail innovation 
community will converge to explore what comes next for the industry. 
The annual event will bring together the top fashion brand and retail 
thought leaders, start-up CEOs, investors, dealmakers and stakeholders 
that comprise The Lead’s network, spanning the 
fashion-retail-commerce innovation ecosystem. The goal of the event is 
to zero in on the sweet spot in the fashion, retail & technology markets, 
where innovation is shifting behavior and creating new business 
opportunities. The Innovation Summit will come to life in 
Williamsburg on Brooklyn’s Innovation Coast.  

The Lead’s next annual list, The Foremost 50, will feature the 
break-out D2C digital native brands that are reinventing and 
redesigning the future of the fashion and retail industry. Nominations 
can be submitted on The Lead’s web site at www.the-lead.co.  

The Leading 100 are: 6 River Systems, Affirm, AiFi, Alloy 
Technologies, Allure Systems, Aspire IQ, Attentive, b8ta, Backbone 
PLM, Blispay, Bluecore, Bolt, Bolt Threads, Bossa Nova Robotics, 
Bounce Exchange, Branch, Braze, Bread, B-Stock Solutions, Button, 
CB4, Celect, ChargeAfter, Chatkit, Convoy, CrowdTwist, Cuebiq, 
Custora, Cymbio, Dash Hudson, Deliv, Dor, Dropoff, Estimore, 
Eversight, Feedvisor, Flexe, Flexport, Flirtey, Flow Commerce, 
Flowspace, Focal Systems, Forter, GoSpotCheck, Grabango, 
GroundTruth, Happy Returns, Ibotta, InContext Solutions, Inturn, Joor, 
Kustomer, Label Insight, MakerSights, Matternet, Modern Meadow, 
Narvar, Newstore, Noodle.Ai, Nuorder, OmnyWay Inc., Prch, 
Percolata, Persado, Personali, Pixlee, Placeiq, Plus One Robotics, 
Poynt, Predctspring, Radar, Reflektion, Reflexis Systems, Retailnext, 
Returnly, Revel Systems, Riskified, Salsify, Scandit, Sendbird, 
SheerID, Shelfbucks, ShipBob, Shopkeep, Shopshops, Standard 



Cognition, Starship Technologies, Stitch Labs, Strivr, Stylesage, 
Thanx, Theatro, Transfix, Tulip Retail, Unbxd, Uppercase, Yotpo, 
Zenreach, and Zibby. 

In addition to The Leading 100, The Lead would like to recognize two 
companies that we are keeping an eye on. Company #101 is Afterpay, 
which is a category leader but not eligible due to being a publicly 
traded company on the Australian Stock Exchange. The Lead 
recognizes Shopin as 2019’s Moonshot of the Year.  

ABOUT THE LEAD  

The Lead bridges the fashion and retail industry with the global Silicon 
Valley, empowering the fashion business’ transition to digital 
centricity. In partnership with industry leaders, The Lead conducts 
research, produces a quarterly publication and holds a series of events 
centered on emerging technology, and its adoption, across the 
fashion-retail-commerce value chain. Analysts including Awais Khan 
(Leader in the Venture Capital Practice at KPMG & former chair of the 
AlwaysOn Private Company Selection Committee) track the emerging 
technology companies innovating at the intersection of these two 
industries. The Lead produces two annual lists that the fashion brand 
and retail community must know: The Leading 100 (B2B startups 
across the value chain) & The Foremost 50 (D2C digital native brands). 
Digital transformation in the fashion-retail-commerce space is a macro 
trend gaining in velocity. Our work is to reveal what is coming next 
and to help our community get ahead of it.  

For more information on this topic, please email Caitlin Boyle at 
caitlin@the-lead.co  
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